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FOREWORD

Our governments welcome the increasing sense
of urgency that is now being paid to the environ-
ment. No matter how belated, the recognition

of the environmental consequences of the
world’s growing population, increased industrial
growth and wasteful and unequal consumption
have signalled the need for fundamental shifts in
policy, and in the way we all live.
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n behalf of the Governments of

Brazil, Nigeria and South Africa,

we are proud to present the 2006
Annual report of the Cities Alliance, which high-
lights the linkages between the urban environ-
ment, economic growth and poverty reduction.
By focusing on citywide slum upgrading and city
development strategies, and by insisting that it is
the city that takes ownership and actively leads
the process, the Cities Alliance provides a platform
for its members to learn from cities all over the
world.

Our governments welcome the increasing sense
of urgency that is now being paid to the environ-
ment. No matter how belated, the recognition of
the environmental consequences of the world’s
growing population, increased industrial growth
and wasteful and unequal consumption have sig-
nalled the need for fundamental shifts in policy,
and in the way we all live.

The debate on global warming, however, has
largely obscured the local and human dimensions
of environmental degradation. For hundreds
of millions of poor people, the state of the environ-
ment is neither a global threat, nor a future prob-
lem. Its neglect and mis-management has been, for
some decades, a life-threatening, daily reality.
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The world’s slums are as much an environmental
concern as they are a concentration of urban
poverty and social exclusion. The consequences
of inappropriate national policy frameworks, and
under—resourced and poorly managed cities, include
the appalling living conditions endured by the urban
poor, the increased incidences of preventable dis-
eases, shortened life spans, and unacceptably high
death rates.

We believe that our towns and cities have an
increasingly vital role to play in creating the condi-
tions for sustainable economic growth, improved
environmental management and poverty reduction.
To help cities achieve these goals, national govern-
ments need to be constantly looking for creative
ways to strengthen local governments, match their
increased responsibilities with real resources, and
ensure that national frameworks help, rather than
hinder, the developmental role of local governments.

We joined the Cities Alliance because of the lead-
ing international role that it plays in providing sup-
port to those cities and countries that want to change:
cities and countries that wish to break out of short-
term developmental models, and focus on the sys-
temic changes that are required to ensure sustainable
economic growth, a protected urban environment for
the city, and a meaningful citizenship for its residents.
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